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USM Department of Theatre 
presents 
The Effect of Gamma Rays on 
Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds 
by Paul Zindel 
Directed by Wendy E. Getchell 
Main Stage, Russell Hall 




March 13, 14, 18-21 
March 15 & 22 
Director's Notes 
Born on Staten Island, New York in 1936, Paul Zindel was 
inspired during his early years at Wagner College by writers like 
Edward Albee, Lillian Hellman, and Tennessee Williams. Zindel 
taught chemistry at Tottenville High School on Staten Island from 
1959-1969. In 1968, he wrote his first novel, The Pigman, and won 
the Pulitzer Prize in Drama in 1971 for the 1970 off-broadway 
production of The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon 
Marigolds at Mercer-O'Casey Theatre. Zindel became known as a 
children's author. Many of his novels and plays were criticized 
because he portrayed abusive parents and desperate teenagers. He 
believes he is confronting the reality of teenage life and giving young 
adults a chance to feel like they are not in this world alone. 
This play has given the cast an opportunity to reflect on how 
we all split like atoms, exploding at points in our life and reforming 
into something new. Like the character of Tillie in the play, I hope 
that whatever the effect this story has, it will bring hope and chance 
for a new self-worth and confidence to accept who you are and enable 
yourself to become what you want to be. 
Special Thanks 
Re-books of Waterville 
Gorham Shop n' Save 
Patience Goodwin's Grandmother 
USM Biology Department 
Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play 
Service, Inc. 
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by Paul Zindel 
directed by Wendy E. Getchell 
Scenic Design 
Charles S. Kading 
Costume Design 
Susan E. Picinich 
Lighting Design 
Thomas C. Vail 
Cast 
Tillie Danielle Estes 
Beatrice Alice Starr 
Ruth Alexandra Munier 
Nanny Melissa Eltgroth 
Janice Sarah Parisien 
Setting: Hunsdorfer House, in Stapleton, in the early ?O's. 
Act I Scene 1 an early fall day 
2 the next day 
3 three weeks later 
4 that night 
5 five weeks later 
Act II Scene 1 an evening, one week later 
2 later that night at the Science Fair 
3 later still, at Hunsdorf er House 
4 same time 
5 later that night 
There will be a fifteen-minute intermission. 
Please be aware that adult language and cigarette smoke will 
be used in the performance of this play. 
Additional Artistic Staff 
Sound Design-Patrick Davis 
Assistant Costume Design- Elizabeth Padula 
Production Staff 
Stage Manager- Michael Philbrick, Jr. 
Assistant Stage Managers- Jessie Robinson, M.J. Emerson 
Carpenters- Kurt Ela, Caleb Wilson, Scott Essency, Brigitte 
Paulus, Amanda Poirier, Dan Bourque, Students of the Stagecraft 
Class 
Costume Shop Supervisor- Christenia Alden-Kinne 
Stitchers- Julie Lagin-Nasse, Alison Guinn, M.J. Emerson, 
Students of Costuming Lab 
Properties Supervisor-Scott Essency 
Properties Construction-Brigitte Paulus, Dan Bourque, Patience 
Goodwin, Sarah Parisien 
Production Crew 
Deck Crew-Sean Sweatt, Will Brillant 
Wardrobe- Sarah Parisien 
Light Board Operator-Amanda Poirier 
Sound Board Operator-Gerry Shannon 
Administrative Staff 
Interim Arts Promotions Director- Lori Arsenault 
Art Events Director- Emmanuelle Chaulet 
Administrative Assistant-Lillian Campbell 
Box Office Manager- Emily Binion 
House Manager- David Moisan 
Lobby Display- Luca Richards 
Graphic Design- Leigh Raposo 
Cast Biographies 
Danielle Estes - Tillie 
Danielle, of Skowhegan, is a senior theatre major at USM. Her 
previous roles at USM include Ismene in Oh! Antigone, the Head in 
Pippin, Suzanne in The Marriage of Figaro, the Little Miss in La. 
Ronde. This summer Danielle Played Sylvia (the dog) in Sylvia at 
Lakewood Theatre. She also placed as a semi-finalist in the Irene 
Ryan scholarship award acting competition. She would like to thank 
"Chuck". 
Alice Starr - Beatrice 
Alice is a senior theatre major here at USM. Previous roles include 
The Countess in The Marriage of Figaro, Kaitlyn in Miss Nowhere 
Diner, and David's Mom in Purple Breasts. She is the recipient of the 
Grannia Theatre Scholarship for 1997. "Courage may be taught, as a 
child is taught to speak." (Euripides). "We are all practicing the great 
art of being human ... " 
Alexandra Munier-Ruth 
Allie is a junior fine arts major and theatre minor from Augusta, 
Maine. She recently appeared in Dance USM!, she has also played 
Fury #1 in The Flies and a tree in As You Like It at USM and Snout in 
A Midsummer Night's Dream at Smith College. Costume design 
credits include assisting in Criminal Hearts at Mad Horse Theatre, and 
she is designing the upcoming SPA show, Cruel and Unusual 
Punishment. Special thanks to Wendy for " ... giving me a chance and 
trusting me with your brainchild." 
Melissa Eltgroth - Nanny 
Melissa, of Machias, Maine, is a freshman theatre major here at USM. 
Her previous acting experience includes the role of Nora in last 
semesters original student-written one-act play, Brady, here at USM, 
lnterlocuter from This is Not A Pipe Dream, Alison/Red Bird from 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Puck from A Midsummer Night's 
Dream, Audrey from Little Shop of Horrors, Marty from Grease, 
June from Gypsy, Sister Robert-Anne from Nunsense II, and Maise 
from The Boyfriend. In Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Melissa 
received an All-Festival Cast Award in the Maine State One-Act Play 
Competition. 
Sarah Parisien - Janice 
Sarah is a senior theatre major here at USM. She's been in a few 
roles here, the most memorable being Electra in The Flies. She has 
done several technical things as well. "Thanks to Mom, Luca, Alice, 
and Lisa, especially, for your support. Thanks USM; it's been fun." 
Staff Biographies 
Wendy E. Getchell - Director 
Wendy, of Portland, is a theatre major at USM with a concentration in 
directing and choreography. Her most recent appearance at USM was 
in Family Values as Allie. Other previous roles at USM include: 
Midsummer Night's Dream (Mustardseed), Quilters (Daughter), Oh 
Antigone! (Chorus Leader), Purple Breasts (Doctor Harris), Sweet 
River (Sylvan), and A Dream of Canaries (Desaparacido). She also 
directed the one-act, Calm Down Mother. Choreography credits 
include: the 1995 and 1996 Dance Festivals, and A Dream of 
Canaries. A recipient of the Chris Meanor Scholarship (dance), 
Wendy danced with Randy James of Dance Works at the 1996 
Portland Dance Festival. This is Wendy's first time directing on the 
main stage. She would like to thank Dr. Stump for all his guidance 
along the way, the entire theatre faculty for their support, Mike 
Philbrick for his dedication, and the cast and crew for believing in the 
show. 
Charles S. Kading - Scenic Designer 
Charles has taught design and stagecraft at USM for 18 years. His 
professional credits include Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning 
Juliet), Criminal Hearts, and Keely and Du for Mad Horse Theatre; 
Sweeney Todd, Chamberlain, and Cabaret for Maine State Music 
Theatre; Big River and Cabaret for Philadelphia's Walnut Street 
Theater; and Noises Off and Blithe Spirit at the Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival. He also worked extensively at The Alley Theater in Houston 
where his credits include the US premiere of Alan Ayckbourne's 
Henceforward. In addition, Charles has designed scenery for the 
Seattle Repertory Theatre, Intiman Theatre, Cabaret Repertory Theatre 
and Portland Stage. He is currently chair of the Theatre Department. 
Susan E. Picinich - Costume Designer 
Susan joined the USM Department of Theatre faculty in 1987 and has 
since designed costumes for 42 University productions. She has an 
MF A degree from the University of Michigan and previously taught at 
SUNY Albany and Western Illinois University. This season Susan is 
coordinating costumes for Crazy for You at the Walnut Street Theatre 
in Philadelphia. She is a member of the ensemble at Mad Horse 
Theatre and most recently designed their production of Scarlet Letter 
and this year's production of Hamlet. Other credits include six 
seasons at Maine State Music Theatre: Sweeney Todd and Tommy in 
1997, Chamberlain and Evita in 1996. In New York, Susan 
supervised the costume shop at Manhattan Theatre Club, did craft 
work for Broadway's Beauty and the Beast, and worked on the films 
The Juror and Sabrina. 
Thomas C. Vail - Lighting Designer 
Tom has been in Maine all his life. He was the technical director of 
USM for four years during the early 80's. He has worked with most 
of the theatres in Southern Maine, including Schoolhouse Arts Center, 
Biddeford City Theatre, Portland Players, Portland Stage Company 
and most recently he was the T.D. at Mad Horse Theatre two seasons 
ago where he designed Oh Coward and Misery. He is also the T.D. 
of the Deertrees Theatre in Harrison. He is very happy to be back at 
USM. Special Thanks To: his wife, Mari, and their children John, 
David, Christa and Jared. 
Michael Philbrick, Jr.-Stage Manager 
Michael, a newcomer to USM this semester, is a Freshman theatre 
major. He has previously worked as stage manager in Dance USM!. 
He has appeared in the musical comedy Sweet Charity at Lakewood 
Theatre, and Beauty and the Beast, at the Lakewood Children's 
Theatre. 
Jessie "Ginger" Robinson- Assistant Stage Manager 
Jessie is a freshman theater major from Isleboro, Maine. She was the 
light board operator for both The Boys Next Door and Dance USM! 
Ginger has appeared in several high school productions and hopes to 
appear in a show at the college level sometime in the near future. She 
would like to thank the whole cast and crew for a good time. 
Marcia J. Emerson -Assistant Stage Manager 
MJ, having just completed choreographing for and performing in 
Dance USM!, is pleased to be working behind-the-scenes on the Stage 
Management Staff. Last summer she completed an internship in Stage 
Operations and Management at Maine State Music Theatre, crewing 
such shows as Sweeney Todd and Tommy. MJ is a theatre major in 
her fourth year of study, and her other performance credits include As 
You Like It and the 1997 USM Dance Festival, as well as technical 
work on several other USM production. 
Christenia Alden - Kinne - Costume Shop Supervisor 
Christenia has worked with the USM Department of Theatre for the 
past 15 years both as an instructor and as supervisor of the costume 
shop. A graduate of Whitman College in Walla Walla, Wash., Chris 
did graduate work at the University of California at Davis and Trinity 
University through the Dallas Theater Center, focusing both in acting 
and costume design. As playwright and composer she proudly 
presented her musical fantasy, Sweet River, last year at USM, 
Deertrees Theatre and at the Maine Festival. Design credits include As 
Is, Romeo and Juliet, Pericles, Grapes of Wrath, Poor of Portland, 
As You Like It, and Death of a Salesman. 
PORTLAND OPERA 
REPERTORY THEATRE 
BRUCE HANGEN, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
July 23, 25, 27, 1998 
Merrill Auditorium at City Hall 
Information: 
call 207 /879-0392 
"Merrill Auditorium is drop dead gorgeous ... with such a jewel of a 
theatre ... putting more opera into it seems nothing less than a civic duty.'' 
Boston Globe 7/28/97 
